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Wln«nie \*wi-nc\ n [winner + -ie] (ca. 1944) : an award presented 
Annually by a professional organization for notable achievement in 
'fashion design 

twinning \*wi-nin\ n (14c) 1 : the act of one that wins : victory 2 
: something won: as a : a captured territory : conquest b : money 
"won by success in a game or competition — usu. used in pi. 
winning adj(lSe) 1 a : of or relating to winning : that wins (the ~ 
ticket) b : successful esp. in competition (a ~~ team) 2 : tending to 
please or delight <a ~ smile) — win«ning«ly \-nin-le\ adv 
jrin*nock Vwi-nak\ n [ME (Sc) windok, window*] (15c) Scot : window 
hrin-now \*wi-Ono\ vb [ME winewen. fr. OE windwian to fan, winnow; 
akin to OHG winton to fan, L vannus winnowing fan, ventus wind — 
"more at wind] vt(bef. 12c) 1 a (1) : to remove (as chaff) by a cur- 
rent of air (2) : to get rid of (something undesirable or unwanted) 
* remove — often used with out <~ out certain inaccuracies — Stanley 
Walker) b ( 1 ) : separate, sift <an old hand at ~/ng what is true and 
significant — Oscar Lewis) (2) : select 2 a : to treat (as grain) by 
exposure to a current of air so that waste matter is eliminated b : to 
free of unwanted or inferior elements : pare 3 : to blow on : fan <the 
wind ~wg his thin white hair — 77me) vi 1 : to separate chaff 
from grain by fanning 2 : to separate desirable and undesirable ele- 
meats — win*now*er \"wi-n3-war\ n 

iwinnow n (1580) 1 : a device for winnowing 2 a : the action of 
winnowing b: a motion resembling that of winnowing 
wino \*wM,)n6\ n. pi win-os (ca. 1915) : one who is chronically ad- 
- dieted to drinking wine 

win-some \'win(t)-s»m\ adj [ME winsum, fr. OE wynsum. fr. wynn joy; 
akin to OHG wunna joy, L venus desire — more at win] (bef. 12c) 1 
: generally pleasing and engaging often because of a childlike charm 
and innocence 2 : cheerful, gay — win-some-ly adv — win*some- 
nessn 

•winder \'win-ur\ n [ME fr. OE; akin to OHG wintar winter and 
perh. to Lith vanduo water, OE Hater — more at water] (bef. 12c) 1 
: the season between autumn and spring comprising in the northern 
hemisphere usu. the months of December, January, and February or as 
reckoned astronomically extending from the December solstice to the 
March equinox 2 : the colder half of the year 3 : year (happened 
many ~f ago) 4 : a period of inactivity or decay 
i Jwinter vb wintered; win*ter*ing Vwin-t(»-)rin\ vi (14c) 1 : to pass 
k the winter 2 : to feed or find food during the winter — used with on 
~* vt : to keep, feed, or manage during the winter 
*winter adj ( 1 5c) I : of, relating to, or suitable for winter <a — vaca- 
tion) <~ clothes) 2 : sown in the autumn and harvested in the follow- 
ing spring or summer wheat) <~ rye) — compare summer 
.winter aconite n (1794) : a small European perennial herb (Eranthis 
hyemalis) of the buttercup family grown for its bright yellow flowers 
which often bloom through the snow 

win»ter.ber«ry V'win-tar-.ber-eA n (1759) 1 : an eastern No. American 
shrub (Ilex verticillata) of the holly family with clusters of axillary flow- 
ers, usu. bright red berries, and deciduous leaves that turn black in the 
fall — called also black alder 2 : a shrub (Ilex laevigata) of the holly 

■ family similar to the winterberry but of more restricted range 

winter crookneck n (ca. 1909) : any of several crooknecks that are 
winter squashes of the pumpkin group noted for their keeping qualities 

win*ter*er NSvin-Ur-art n (1783) : one that winters; specif ' a winter 
resident or visitor 

winter flounder n (1814) : a rusty brown flounder (Pseudopleuronectes 
americanus of the family Pleuronectidae) of the northwestern Atlantic 
important as a market fish esp. in winter 

winder-green \ , win-t9r-,gren\ n (1548) 1 : any of a genus (Pyrota of 
the family Pyrolaceae. the wintergreen family) of evergreen perennial 
.herbs (as the shinleafs) that have basal leaves and racemose flowers 2 
a : any of a genus (Caultheria) of evergreen plants of the heath family; 
esp : a low creeping evergreen shrub (G. procumbens) of No. America 
with white flowers and spicy red berries — compare checkerberry b 
111 : an essential oil from this plant (2) : the flavor of this oil <~ 
lozenges) 

win*ter*ize \*win-t3-»riz\ vt -ized; -iz*ing (1934) : to make ready for 
winter or winter use and esp. resistant or proof against winter weather 
_g^a car) — win-ter-i-za-don \,win-t3-ra-'za-shan\ n 
win.ter-kill \*win-tar-,kil\ vt (ca. 1806) : to kill (as a plant) by expo- 
sure to winter conditions *** vi : to die as a result of exposure to winter 
conditions — winterkill n 

win-ter-Iy \'win-tar-le\ adj (1559).: of, relating to, or occurring in 
winter : wintry 

Winter melon n (ca. 1900) 1 : any of several muskmelons (as a casaba 
or honeydew melon) that are fruits of a cultivated vine (Cucumis melo 
"tdorus) 2 : a large white-fleshed melon that is the fruit of an Asian 
tfrte (Benincasa hispida) and is used esp. in Chinese cooking 
Winter quarters n pi but sing or pi in constr ( 1641) : a winter residence 
or station (as of a military unit or a circus) 

Whiter savory n (1597) : a perennial European mint (Satureja man- 
tana) with leaves used for seasoning — compare summer savory 

Winter squash n (1775) : any of various hard-shelled squashes that 
Wong to cultivars derived from several species (esp. Cucurbita max- 
ima, C moschata. and C pepo) and that can be stored for several 
months 

wjn>ter.tide \Vin-t3r-,tid\ n (bef. I2c): wintertime 

Wtn.ter.rime \-,tIm\ n ( 14c) : the season of winter 

WW through vi (1644) : to survive difficulties and reach a desired or 

jausfactory end 

Wto-tle Vwi-n 3 !, Vin-fl\ vi win-tied; win-ding \Vin(tMin; •wi-nf-iiK 
^wm-flA [perh. fr. Flem windtelen to reel] (1786) 1 Scot : stagger. 

JfEL 2 Scot: WRIGGLE 

™*try \\vin-tre\ also win»tery \*win-t(a-)re\ adj win.tri.en -est 
\JyE yintrig, fr. winter] (bef. 12c) 1 : of, relating to, or characteristic 
w winter 2 a : weathered by or as if by winter : aged, hoary b 
»" cheer less, chilling <a ~ greeting) — win*tri<ness \*win-tre-nas\n 
winy Vwi-ne\ adj win-i-er; -est (14c) 1 : having the taste or qualities 
"Of wine: vinous 2 of the air: crisply fresh : EXHILARATING 
Ttaze \*winz\ n [alter, of earlier winds, prob. fr. pi. of 3 wind] (1757) : a 
jjjceply inclined passageway in a mine 
jwtnze n [Flem or D wensch wish] (1785) Scot : curse 
•Wipe Vwfp\ vb wiped; wiping [ME wfpen, fr. OE wipian; akin to 


OHG wtfan to wind around, L vibrare to brandish, and profe. to ON 
veipa to be in movement. Skt vepate it trembles] vt (bef. 12c) . 1 at. to 
rub with or as if with something soft for cleaning b : to clean or dry 
by rubbing c : to draw, pass, or move for or as if for rubbing or clean- 
ing 2 a : to remove by or as if by rubbing b : to expunge com- 
pletely <~ from memory the gruesome scenes — Amer. Guide Series: 
DeV> 3 : to spread by or as if by wiping *~ vi : to make a motion of 
or as if of wiping something — wipe one's boots on : to treat with 
indignity — wipe the floor with or wipe the ground with : . to 
defeat decisively 

2 wipe n (1550) 1' a : blow, strike b : jeer, gibe 2 a : an act or 
instance of wiping b : a transition from one. scene or picture to an- 
other (as in movies or television) made by a line moving across the 
screen 3: something (as a towel) used for wiping . 

wiped out adj (1 965) slang: intoxicated. high 

wipe-out \'wip-,aut\ n (1921 ) 1 : the act or an instance of wiping out 
: complete or utter destruction 2 : a fall or crash caused usu. by los- 
ing control 

wipe out vt (1535) : to destroy completely : annihilate ~ w : to fall 
or crash usu. as a result of losing control 

wip-er \'wi-par\ n (1552) 1 : one that wipes 2 a : something (as a 
towel or sponge) used for wiping b : a moving contact for making 
connections with the terminals of an electrical device (as a rheostat) c 
: a usu. motor-driven arm with a flexible blade for wiping a window 
(as the windshield of an automobile or airplane) 

*wire \*wir\ n, often attrib [ME, fr. OE win akin to OHG wiara fine 
gold work, L were to plait, and prob. to Gk iris rainbow] (bef. 12c) 1 
a : metal in the form of a usu. very flexible thread or slender rod b : a 
thread or rod of such material 2 a: wi rework b: the meshwork of 
parallel or woven wire on which the wet web of paper forms 3 : some- 
thing (as a thin plant stem) that is wirelike 4 pi a : a system of wires 
used to operate the puppets in a puppet show b : hidden influences 
controlling the action of a person or organization 5 a : a line of wire 
for conducting electrical current — compare cord 3b b : a telephone 
or telegraph wire or system; esp : wire service c : telegram, cable- 
gram 6 : fencing or a fence of usu. barbed wire 7 : the finish line of a 
race 8 : wirehair — wire-like \-Jik\ adj — under the wire 1 ; at 
the finish line 2 : at the last moment 

2 wire vb wired; wir*ing vt (15c) 1 : to provide with wire : use wire on 
for a specific purpose 2 : to send or send word to by telegraph 3 : to 
connect by or as if by a wire ~* vi : to send a telegraphic message — 
wir«er \*wir-3r\ n 

wire cloth n (1798) : a fabric of woven metallic wire (as for strainers) 
wired Vwird\ adj (15c) 1 : reinforced by wire (as for strength) 2 
: furnished with wires (as for electric connections) 3 : bound with 
wire <a *~ container) 4 : having a wi rework netting or fence 5 : fe- 
verishly excited 

wire-draw \*wir-,drd\ vt (1598) 1 : to draw or stretch forcibly : elon- 
gate 2 : to draw or spin out to great length, tenuity, or overrefine- 
ment : attenuate— wire-drawer \-drd(-a)r\ n 

wire-drawn \-4r6n\ adj (1603) : excessively minute and subtle (curi- 
ous speculations, ~ comparisons, obsolete erudition — Virginia Woolf) 

wire fox terrier n (1929) : a wirehaired fox terrier 

wire fraud n (1976) : fraud committed using a means of electronic 
communication (as a telephone) 

wire gauge n (1833) 1 : a gauge esp. for measuring the diameter of 
wire or the thickness of sheet metal 2 : any of various systems con- 
sisting of a series of standard sizes used in describing the diameter of 
wire or the thickness of sheet metal 

wire gauze n ( 1 816) : a gauzelike wire cloth 

wire grass n (1751) : any of various grasses or rushes having wiry 
culms or leaves: as a : a European slender-stemmed meadow grass 
(Poa compressa) widely naturalized in the U.S. and Canada b : any of 
several coarse grasses (genus Aristida) with a 3-awned lemma that grow 
extensively in open dry, sandy, or sterile areas esp. of the southeastern 
and south-central U.S. 

wire-hair Wir-.har, -,her\ n (1884) : a wirehaired dog or cat 
wire*haired \-*hard, -TierdX adj (1801) : having a stiff wiry outer coat 

of hair — used esp. of a dog or cat; compare rough, smooth 
wirehaired pointing griffon n (1929) : any of a breed of dogs of 

Dutch origin that both hunt and retrieve and have a long head and a 

harsh wiry often chestnut or white and chestnut colored coat 
wirehaired terrier n (ca. 1 885) : wire fox terrier 
1 wire-less \"wir-l»\ adj (1894) 1 : having no wire or wires 2 chiefly 

Brit : of or relating to radiotdegraphy, radiotelephony, or radio 
J wireless n (1903) 1 : wireless telegraphy 2 : two-way wireless 

transmission of sound using radio waves 3 chiefly Brit : . radio 
wireless telegraphy n (1898) : telegraphy carried on by radio waves 

and without connecting wires — called also wireless telegraph 
wireless telephone n (1 894) : radiotelephone 
wire-man \*wir-m»n\ n (ca. 1 548) 1 : a maker of or worker with wire; 

esp: LINEMAN 1 2: wiretapper 

wire netting n (1801) : a wire cloth coarser than wire gauze 
wire-pho-to \Svu--fd-( ( )td\ n [fr. Wirephota, a trademark] (1935) : a 
photograph transmitted by electrical signals over telephone wires . > • 
wire— pull-er \-,pu-br\ n (1832) : one who uses secret or underhanded 
means to influence the acts of a person or organization — wire— pull- 
ing \-,pu-lin\ n 

wire recorder n (1943) : a magnetic recorder using a thin wire as the 

recording medium — wire— re-cord*ing n 
wire rope n (1841) : a rope formed wholly or chiefly of wires , 
wire service n (1944) : a news agency that sends out syndicated news 

copy to subscribers by wire or by satellite transmission 
, wire»tap Wir-.tapV vi (1904) : to tap a telephone or telegraph wire in 

order to get information ^ vt : to tap the telephone of 
2 wiretap n (1948) 1 : the act or an instance of wiretapping 2 : an 

electrical connection for wiretapping 

\a\ abut \*\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\au\out \ch\chin \e\bet \c\easy \g\go \i\hit \i\lce \j\job. 
\Q\sing \6\go \6\law \6i\boy \th\thin \lh\the \u\loot \u\ foot ' 
\y\ yet Vch\ vision \a, & B , oc ce, ie, IE, see Guide to Pronunciation 


